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Warm-Up Context Clues, Roots, and Affixes

Words to Know

Write the letter of  the definition next to the matching word as you work through the 
lesson. You may use the glossary to help you.

word root A. an affix added to the end of  a word

B. the origin or source word for another word

C. to determine or state the meaning of

D.  clues to a word’s meaning that occur in the text  
around the word

E. parts attached to a word to make a new word

F. an affix added to the beginning of  a word

prefix

suffix

affix

context clues

define

WK2
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Clarify
the meaning of
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Warm-Up Context Clues, Roots, and Affixes

Understanding Word Meanings

• There are ways to figure out a word’s meaning without asking someone or  

using a .

• You can find  in the text or even in the word itself.

• In this lesson, you will explore context clues and word parts to discover the 
meaning of  words – even words you have never seen before.
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Definition Clues as Context Clues

Definition clues occur when the itself  defines a difficult word for you.

Text a definition clue: Text a definition clue:

Acrophobia may prevent people 

from flying in airplanes, working in 

skyscrapers, or even climbing ladders.

Acrophobia, or fear of heights, may prevent 

people from flying in airplanes, working in 

skyscrapers, or even climbing ladders.

Understanding Context Clues

Context clues are hints to a word’s meaning that are found in the  

text the word.

Different types of  clues include:

•  clues.

• example clues.

• synonym and antonym clues.
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Example Clues as Context Clues

Example context clues occur when the text provides examples of  what a difficult 

word  .

Texts example clues: Texts any example clues:

Some of the most famous African 

fauna, such as lions, elephants, and 

giraffes, are losing their habitats. 

The city council was known for its 

ludicrous ideas – for example, having 

people wear purple hats on Thursdays.

Some of the most famous African fauna are 

losing their habitats. 

The city council was known for its ludicrous 

ideas.

Synonyms and Antonyms as Context Clues

Synonym and antonym clues occur when the text uses a synonym or antonym of  

the difficult word in the  text.

Text with a clue: Text with an clue:

The small child was so loquacious that even 

his mother got tired of his talkativeness.

Unlike most small modern birds, many 

prehistoric species were gargantuan. 
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Identifying Word Roots

Many words in English come from words in other languages, especially Greek and 
Latin. 

Word roots are the  or source words for other words.

• Knowing the meaning of  a root can help you understand a  
word’s meaning.

• Different word parts can be added to the beginning or ending of  the  
root to make different words.

Recognizing Common Roots

Root Meaning Sample English Word

viv life survive

val /valu worth, strength valuable

ten /tain hold detain

auto self autonomy

duc lead conduct

grat pleasing gratuity

graph write biography
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Recognizing Common Roots

• survive means to 

• valuable means worth a lot

• means to hold or prevent from moving

• autonomy means governing or ruling 

• means to lead a group or an event

• gratuity means a tip given if  the service was 

• means the written story of  a person’s life

Understanding Affixes

Affixes are word parts that are to a root word to make a new word. 

Affixes do not change the meaning of  the root word, but they do affect the meaning 
of  the new word they form. Affixes can be:

• prefixes, or word parts added to the of  a root word.

• suffixes, or word parts added to the of  a root word.
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Identifying Common Prefixes

Prefixes are affixes added to the beginning of  a root word.

Prefix Meaning Sample English Words

re-  , again return, reply

de- away or depress, detour

ab- /abs- from absolve, absent

in- /il- /im- impossible, immortal

Identifying Common Suffixes

Suffixes are affixes added to the end of  a root word.

Suffix Meaning Sample English Words

-ation process, graduation, computation

-able /-ible  , can affordable, adjustable

-ful full of
 ,  

doubtful

-ist one who is or 

bicyclist,  
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Summary Context Clues, Roots, and Affixes

Answer

Lesson 
Question

How do you use context clues and word parts to clarify the meaning 
of  challenging vocabulary?

?

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.
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